News Letter

An initiative of Pratham InfoTech Foundation

April - June, 2017

e- Learning
Overview of My e-School Community

A total of 57,683 students from 100 diﬀerent schools located
across Mumbai, Navi Mumbai, Pune, Nashik and Gurugram are
beneﬁ ng from the e-Learning program. Alongwith this, 731
students from 63 community centres situated in Mumbai, Navi
Mumbai, Pune and Nashik have also beneﬁ ed from this
e-Learning program.

No. of Work Areas

Type of e-learning Centers and Students
Community Centers

7

63

No. of Students
Enrolled

e- Centers in Schools

731

100

No. of Students
Enrolled
57683

My e-School - Community Center
'My e-School' was ini ated with a purpose of making educa onal services accessible through digital
technology to students living in underprivileged communi es at lower cost. In the year 2017-18,
st

th

My e-School plans to reach out to all students from 1 to 10 standard with all subject guidance
through e-Learning program.
Though it is recently introduced in schools, it oﬀers a lot of encouragement and assistance to
students to comprehend subjects through audio-visual e-Learning ac vi es.
We want to build a cadre of facilitators who would work in their community to help out students
through the medium of My e-School. They will help those students in the community who have
diﬃculty in understanding a par cular subject or topic by using educa onal digital technology to
develop their academic skills.
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Computer Aided Learning and Digital Literacy as a Life Skill
Community Camp – Youth Class – Summer Camp – ASER Tes ng and Extra I.C.T classes for S.S.C. students

S.S.C. exam is of utmost importance in one's school life. One of the important and scoring subjects in
S.S.C. is Informa on Communica on Technology (ICT). To make this subject easier for students and
build a ﬁrm founda on for their career, extra classes of ICT were conducted in Talasari from17th
April to 30th April 2017. A total of 1,124 students from 17 schools a ended these classes.
Out of 214 schools in Talasari district, 29 schools have Computer Programs running for students
from 5th to 10th standard. Community Camps were organized by 29 Computer Aided Learning (CAL)
Sancharaks in their own respec ve villages. Camps were organized in available open spaces in
villages. Children were given informa on about computer, MS Oﬃce, Paint, Educa onal games,
internet etc. These community camps were a ended by 609 students from 3rd to 10th standard
residing in 34 villages and tribal communi es.
Summer Camps were organized in the month of April and May for 1st to 8th standard students of
Hoshangabad schools. In April, 2537 students par cipated while in the month of May, 2,463
students were registered in the camp.
'DG School', a youth class was organized from 6th April to 27th May 2017 for youth in villages. This
was a free computer founda on course which was a ended by 306 youngsters. It has increased
their interest and mo va on to learn advanced computer skills.
Training of 'ASER' (Annual Status of Educa on Report) Tes ng was organized in Raipur Middle School
of Hoshangabad. It was conducted by Pratham Educa on Founda on on 13th April 2017. The
training was a ended by 23 Sancharaks and 2 team leaders of 18 schools. A er the training, tes ng
of 1st to 8th standard students was taken. It involved survey of 40 villages and tes ng of 2,388
students.
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Digital educa on in Washala

The DigiTech center in Washala is located seven kilometers away from the Kasara sta on of Central
Railway. Washala and its surroundings are inhabited by communi es like Tribal, Katkari, Thakur and
Kunbi and other backward classes. For their livelihood, they collect leaves, tubers, sell wood etc.
Some people in the village are dependent on varai/nachni and rice cul va on. In some parts of the
area, sand extrac on work is carried out. In the months of October and November, the Katkari
community migrates along with their family to Bhiwandi and Kalyan to work in brick kilns. They then
return to the village in May.

Though there is access to educa onal facili es in the villages/hamlets, it does not seem to aﬀect
people's lifestyle. Parents have no interest in educa ng their children due to illiteracy and lack of
awareness. Since their prime concern is to sa sfy hunger, educa on is completely neglected in the
family. As a ma er of fact, parents don't bother whether their children go to school or not. Children
accompany the parents when they go to the forest to collect their necessi es. As a result, they
remain away from school. In some cases, children live 2 to 3 kilometers away from school and hence
they are reluctant to go to school.
Schools and teachers are trying hard to change the living condi ons of these people of the villages
and hamlets by making them aware about the beneﬁts of educa on. The community of Washala
needs to come into mainstream educa on inorder to improve their living standards. With the aim of
building the skills of children by way of technology, Zilla Parishad's schools in Thane district have
started a ﬁrst ever program called Computer Aided Learning and Digital Literacy as a Life Skill. A total
of 20 schools which includes 18 Zilla Parishad schools, 1 ashram school and 1 private school are part
of it.
A two-year program (for the academic year 2017-18 and 2018-19) in Informa on Technology has
been commenced in Washala to enhance educa onal and technological skills of children, to plan
and coordinate computer educa on and training and prepare a report of progress of children a er
due evalua on.
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Training of Zilla Parishad Teachers, Washala
Pratham InfoTech Founda on, Thane Zilla Parishad and Bharat Petroleum Corpora on Limited have
collabora vely organized a training of Zilla Parishad school teachers of the Washala center in Thane
district. Teachers were trained in Computer Aided Learning and Digital Literacy as a Life Skill from
19th to 22nd April, 2017 in Archana Trust English Medium School, Shahapur.

The training included the topics like introduc on and history of computers, basic informa on about
hardware and so ware, video screening on usage of computer in day to day life, the func oning of
computer and educa onal uses of computer. A Ques on & Answer session was conducted to
sa sfy teacher's queries. The 4-day training was a ended by 28 teachers from 22 Zilla Parishad
schools and 7 teachers from 3 aided schools. A total of 35 teachers par cipated.

Computer programs in the MCGM schools

Pratham InfoTech Founda on, Brihanmumbai
Municipal Educa on Department and Bharat
Petroleum Corpora on Ltd. have jointly
ini ated an educa onal training program in
computer and informa on technology for
the students of Municipal Corpora on of
greater Mumbai. It is a good digital start up for
these students. A computer program was started in 200 schools in 50 centers of MCGM, 'Computer
Aided Learning' (CAL) and 'Digital Literacy as a Life Skill' (DLLS) for Class I to VIII students. For two
years, 2017-18 and 2018-19, 'CAL' and 'DLLS' will be conducted in the MCGM schools. Out of this
ini a ve, 100 teachers will be trained in computer educa on and 55,000 students are going to be
digitally literate.
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Training of trainers with focus on 'Video Based Learning'
Training of Trainers was organized for Team Leaders and
Program Coordinators in seven states. A 4-day training
was conducted from 27th to 31st March 2017,
in U ar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan
and West Bengal. In Maharashtra and Gujarat the
training was conducted from 16th to 20th May 2017.
The training covered the tests to measure the academic
change that took place in students, due to video based training. Training of trainers also covered how
to convey the school curriculum to Sancharaks. Since Team Leaders and Program Coordinators are
Leaders, they were trained to develop their leadership skills and how to use them.
The four-day training of trainers covered training of curriculum for the students of Class 1 through 10
under Computer Aided Learning and Digital Literacy as Life Skill, Session on Life Skills and So Skills.
Data and future ac vi es were reviewed.

Training of Trainers (TOT) - Statewise Par cipa on
State

Gujarat

Haryana

M.P.

Maharashtra

Trainers

2

5

3

30

Rajasthan
5

U.P.

W. Bangal

7

1

53

Total

Computer training for the Bridge I.T. program
To impart voca onal skills to youngsters from Scheduled Castes/Tribes and other backward classes,
Pratham InfoTech Founda on conducted a training for the entrepreneurs of Bridge IT program in the
ci es of Jhansi, Patna, Kolkata, Darjeeling, Devdurg, Odisha and Lucknow in the months of April and
May 2017.
In some places, children have been given computer training as well as laptops. These children teach
computer skills to other children in schools and communi es. Through technology, people are
coming closer and thus there is a dis nct level of social upli ment.
The 'Bridge IT' program was funded by Nacdor and TCS (Tata Consultancy Services).

No. of Par cipants in Bridge I.T. Training
City
Trainees
Total

Jhansi

Patna

30

23

Lucknow Kolka a (bashirhat) Darjeeling
07
07
21

102

7

Odisa
08

Devdug (Karnataka)
06

Sancharak Training
Sancharaks were trained in video based learning and curriculum through self-study in Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Gurugram, U ar Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and West Bengal. The ﬁrst
session focused on training on ﬁrst semester topics of primary, upper primary and secondary
sec ons as well as computer educa on. Communica on training was organized at diﬀerent places in
these eight states.
Training on how to teach the students of 1st through 8th standard using three corners was
given to the Sancharaks.

Training of school teachers in Jaipur
From 9th to 12th May 2017, computer training of 26 teachers of 15 schools in Jaipur was held in two
sessions. School teachers were trained on how to improve the educa onal and technological quality
of the students. Teachers can teach students more eﬀec vely in the future, using technology. That is
the whole purpose of the school teacher's training.
The teachers honed their skills on teaching topics like language, math, environmental studies from
1st through 4th standard using digital educa on. The teachers were also trained in teaching general
computer informa on, technical-computer skills and internet to the students from 5th to 10th
Standard.
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Remedial Educa on – Student Enrichment Program (SEP)

Success of Class X and XII Students
Through the Student Enrichment Program, the students of Class X achieved great success in the year
2016-17. A total of 535 students from Mumbai, Pune and Nashik appeared for Class X examina on.
Out of them, 434 students passed. The percentage score is: Nasik 91%, Mumbai 79% and Pune city
78%.

Success of students in Student Enrichment Program
Sakshi Ganpat Ghadshi from ShishuVikas School – 1, Mumbai scored 88% marks; Pran ta Giri from
Vasant Dada Pa l Vidyalay, Pune scored 83% marks while Sahil Harilal Vabholal from Panchava
Secondary School, Nasik scored 84% marks. The overall result of Mumbai, Pune and Nasik is 88.83%.
Student Enrichment Program students of the Higher Secondary HSC voca onal course were very
successful too. Students of the 'students specializa on program' got 100% in Pune City, 100% in
Nashik and 98% in Mumbai. The overall result of Mumbai, Pune and Nashik went to 98.41%.
Pra ksha Gaikwad from Tulsi Technical College, Mumbai scored 81.54%; Shinu Parmar from Shri
Shahu Mandir Collage bagged 72.92% and Abdul Shaikh from K.T.H.M. College, Nasik scored 64.46%
and topped among the students of Student Enrichment Program.
62 students appeared for HSC exam in the academic year 2016-17.

A er comple ng their educa on ll S.S.C., students from the Student Enrichment Program get
extended support for their further educa on. Those who have ﬁnancial problems are helped to get
registered in voca onal courses and 75% of the college fee is paid by Pratham InfoTech Founda on.
These students have scored very well in H.S.C. exam too.
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Voca onal course led to a job in the medical ﬁeld: Komal Kanfade

Komal Kanfade is from Solapur district of Maharashtra. She lives in Kurla with her parents and
three elder sisters. Her father works with BEST as an electrician.
Komal did her schooling from Swami Vivekanand high school in Kurla. She had been a beneﬁciary
of the Student Enrichment Program (SEP) since she was in the 8th std. She was ﬁnding it diﬃcult to
solve sums and understand English grammar. The Student Enrichment Program (SEP) started with
basic English grammar. She was taught to form words, small sentences, use verbs, and grammar
rules. Komal prac ced it regularly at home and clariﬁed her queries with her teacher in the SEP
class. She also started understanding steps to be followed while solving mathema cal sums and
prac ced them at home. Her comprehension in English and Mathema cs improved to a great
extent. She scored 55% in S.S.C. exam.
Komal wanted to pursue a medical course a er S.S.C. but because she scored much lower than the
required score, she couldn't get through. She was very disappointed. Her teacher in the SEP class
told her about the X-Ray Technician Course which is also related to the medical ﬁeld. She got an
admission in 'Utkarsh Voca onal Training Program' run by 'Pratham InfoTech Founda on' in
'Tulsi Technical Ins tute', Chembur.
X-Ray Technician Course had a curriculum of Anatomy, Physics, X-Ray procedure etc. A er learning
about human anatomy her interest in the topic increased. She learnt things like, how one should
be seated while taking X-ray and func on of X-ray casse es.
She secured 65% in H.S.C. exam. A er comple ng the 2 year course she applied for a job at Bhabha
Atomic Research Center (B.A.R.C.) with the help of her teachers. Within two months, she got an
interview call from there and joined in the X-ray department. Komal is responsible to start the
machines, and take X-rays of pa ents coming to the center and send it for repor ng.
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Dream to become a Computer Engineer- Pra ksha Gaikwad
Pra ksha lives in Mata Ramabai Ambedkar Nagar area in Ghatkopar east,
Mumbai. She scored 81.54% in H.S.C. exam inspite of having really
adverse, diﬃcult surroundings and poor ﬁnancial condi ons at home.
She pursued a voca onal course in Computer Technology and was
ranked highest amongst all the students of the Student Enrichment
Program (SEP).Her family is originally from Aurangabad but are se led in
Mumbai since the last two genera ons. Pra ksha lives in a small room of
10x12 area with her parents, and two brothers. Her father works as a
salesman in a saree shop and mother is a helper in 'Amchi Shala' primary
school, Tilak Nagar.
When Pra ksha was a school student, she was enrolled in the SEP class as she was weak in
Mathema cs and Science. She couldn't understand mul plica on, subtrac on or steps in solving
sums. Chemistry was also very diﬃcult for her. Teachers in the SEP class showed her easier ways
of solving sums, which simpliﬁed mathema cs for Pra ksha. She started prac cing it regularly. In
her science class, chemical reac ons were explained through the wall charts. Detailed
informa on about the processes involved in chemical reac ons and compounds was shared with
the students. So, she could learn mathema cs and science in a be er way. As a result, Pra ksha
secured 79.20% in S.S.C.
Pra ksha wanted to study Computer Technology a er S.S.C. Her SEP class teacher told her about
the scope in this ﬁeld and suggested that she pursues B.CA and M.CA courses. Pra ksha
registered herself for 'Computer Technology Course' in 'Tulsi Technical College in Chembur. She
learnt various so wares, hardware, programming, JAVA languages and many more things during
the course. She loved to do programming, presenta ons and web designing. In the prac cal
sessions, she understood parts of hardware and their usage. Pra ksha excelled in the voca onal
course for Computer Technology by securing 81.54% in H.S.C.
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India Digital Inclusion Program
Recap
Launch of Digital Sakshar Phase II took place in January 2017, in which total 50 centers were
proposed to open in central, western and harbour line of Mumbai Suburbs. 15,000 youth will be
trained related to IT Skills and So skills. Employment opportunity will be given to the candidates
a er the comple on of 2 months Digital Sakshar course. The main aim of this course is to build up the
learning capacity of the youth by providing them with an environment where they can come
together and learn in a group. Self learning is also the main aim of this course and in order to realize
the goal, PIF has provided laptops to the group of students, along with free WIFI.
During the same period we have also organized Founda on course for “Warli Art” in which 30 youths
par cipated in the ﬁrst batch and 27 of them completed the course. This course was organized in
partnership with L&T Public Charitable Trust.
In Partnership with Rotary we have organized digital mela. The main theme of this mela was “the
importance of being digitally literate.” Total 8 students par cipated from the Digital Literacy course.
Major Events
1.Cer ﬁcate Distribu on Ceremonies:
Pratham InfoTech Founda on in partnership
with BPCL, L&T InfoTech and Rotary club of Navi
Mumbai, has organized 6 cer ﬁcate distribu on
ceremonies to felicitate our candidates of
India Digital Inclusion Program.
These events took place at Mahul, Panvel, Goregaon, Govandi and 2 events were held in Thane from
April to June 2017. During these events more than 1,900 students par cipated. Out of which more
than 1000 students were from L&T InfoTech supported Digital Sakshar Program, 219 students were
from BPCL supported DLC, 155 students were from Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai, and 528 were from
PIF's Panvel center.
2.Job Fair Events

Pratham InfoTech Founda on along with L&T InfoTech and
Rotary Club of Navi Mumbai has organized 4 job fair events in
Mumbai. These events took place on 9th, 11th, 15th of May and
15th April 2017 in Thane, Vashi, Kalyan and Goregaon.
During these Job Fair events, a total of 508 candidates
par cipated. 1699 interviews took place, from which 748
candidates were shortlisted, 279 candidates were selected
and 18 amongst them received an oﬀer le er on the spot.
On an average, 12 HR personnel were present in each event.
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3.So Skills Event
In the Month of April, we had organized a so skills training for
our Fellows and Community Connectors. This 2 day event took
place in our Kurla and Koperkhairane Oﬃce, Mumbai on 21st
and 22nd April 2017. 50 fellows, 4 community connectors,
2 Program Coordinators, 4 Placement Coordinators and
Management Team of IDI Program were present during the
event.
During this session, communica on skills like Verbal and Non Verbal communica on, Team Building,
Ac ve listening, Public Speaking, Interview skills, FAQ during Interviews, Resume Making,
Grooming, Project Planning, Social Media and many other topics were covered. These fellows are
responsible to take it further and train more than 15,000 candidates in diﬀerent centers across
Mumbai.
4.New Ini a ves

“Adore Corp.” is a new ini a ve of Pratham InfoTech Founda on. This is an online portal which
gives informa on about our candidates to HR personnel
and consultancy ﬁrms associated with PIF. Companies
can get access to the data available on the portal with the
help of a login ID and Password.
This portal is designed in such a way that during the
Placement events; HR and consultancy ﬁrms just have
to log in, search the name of the candidates and ck
(selected, shortlisted, salary, job loca on and other
details). HR's and Firms can get access to their
shortlisted candidates along with all the informa on
including mobile number, email and address of our candidates. They an also take a printout of the
same.
This portal is also designed to get secure access to the diﬀerent HR. The HR cannot see the data of
other HR, and in this way it gives complete privacy of informa on. On the other hand
Pratham InfoTech Founda on's placement team has full access to the portal and they will get a
no ﬁca on of candidates, events and follow ups. Thus along with HR, our team can get informa on
about the candidates.
This portal also has a SMS facility; if there is a job fair event, our candidates will get an SMS from this
portal. The SMS will give them informa on about the address and me, on the basis of which,
candidates can visit our job fair event and appear in as much interviews as possible.
This Portal is designed by Sanchar InfoTech Pvt. Ltd. In order to execute this portal successfully SIPL
has invested 1 month in crea ng this portal and another 1 month for trial and error. We have
th
successfully tested this portal in our previous job fairs held on 15 May in Kalyan.
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Informa on Available on the Portal
Detailed Informa on
Employer Informa on
Company wise Vacancies, List of HR
Center List, Pre-session List and Center wise Follow-up
Center Informa on
Job Related Informa on
Job Seeker Informa on
Job Fair Informa on
Placement Informa on

Employer Job, Loca on wise job, Industry wise job, Role wise job
On going and overall job seekers
Upcoming events, list of job fairs, venues, send alerts and reports
List of an Interview, Status, placed Job seekers,
HR report and job fair summary.

5. Candidate Speaks

Khan Huda Mariyam Batch II,
Twaheed School

My father is the only earning member in our family. He is a tailor,
my mother is a house wife, and I am the eldest among my 4
siblings. Since our family income is very low I can't aﬀord computer
classes which I wanted to learn since a long me. I am thankful to
Pratham InfoTech Founda on and L&T InfoTech. It is because of
them, that I got an opportunity to learn computer basics, word,
power point, excel, internet and amongst them the most
important lesson is dressing, grooming, speaking and resume
making. This helped me today during the interviews. Today I have
given 3 interviews(in Goregaon job fair) and I got selected for
marke ng in Inorbit mall located in Malad. My responsibility will
be to give informa on about mobile phones to the customers with
a basic payment of Rs.10,000/-. Moreover I am concentra ng on
my studies too. My aim is to become a graphic designer, which I
will deﬁnitely pursue in future.
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